
October 17 
 
Up early for the day’s activities.  I begin with a cold shower.  At least it is a shower and 
not washing up from a basin on the floor.  But it will wake you up for sure.  Isoka now 
has a number of active members, especially men.  Mulele is the district manager for 
ZESCO.  He has been a real addition to the church these last three years.  Several others 
have businesses and a couple are teachers.  Their meeting place is neat and well 
maintained.  But they want to build a better meeting house closer to the center of town.  
Just now they are out a bit and somewhat off the beaten path.  They have a plot and have 
been making the blocks necessary. 
 
Today we will meet at the church building.  Originally we were to have met at the council 
hall but the church decided that it would be good for neighbors to see a group meeting at 
the church; especially a good sized group. 
 

 
 
We have leaders coming from Chinsali, Muyombe, Isoka and Nakonde.  The men will 
sleep at the building and the women will be housed among the church members.  But the 
meals will be prepared at the building.  So the task we will need to do first is to gather 
firewood before the activities begin…so off we go.  It is clear these men know exactly 
what they are doing when it comes to cutting and gathering firewood.  It does not take 
long before the back of the truck is full and we set off for the church building to unload it 
and prepare for the first session of the day. 



 
 
Funds for transport have been provided by us (me) for these leaders to come to Isoka.  
We are expecting at least 10 from each group and 15 from Chinsali.  Originally we had 
planned to visit Nakonde on Monday but it seems that someone from here invited them to 
this session.  We are discussing whether we will go to Nakonde now or begin our trip 
back from here.  Nakonde is on the border with Tanzania and is about 100km away.  One 
group coming that is going to be important is the group from Muyombe.  They are 175km 
toward the border with Malawi.  We visited there last year and are maintaining the 
contact to assist them in building the church in that remote area. 8 to 10 will be coming 
from there.  It is a harder trip over gravel/dirt roads in the back of trucks.  It will be a 
dusty ride of several hours for those who come. 
 
At last we begin our sessions by talking about the Bible and how to use it and read it in 
order to learn from it.  We will also spend some time talking about the church since 
leadership exists within the context of the body of Christ.  I have also been touching 
some on the idea of restoration.  That is a return to the teaching of the original church and 
its practices.  As we begin the group from Muyombe has not arrived.  The transport 
trucks do not begin to leave for Isoka until 6am so we look for them sometime late 
morning or early afternoon.  There is no transport on that road that travels at night.  In the 
morning them come to Isoka.  In the afternoon they go to Muyombe there to wait until 
the next morning. 
 



 
I have been able to use a blackboard this trip on most occasions.  I find it helpful and it 
also aids people to focus on what is being said.  The brethren are attentive and interested.  
Lunch will be prepared by the ladies of Isoka.  While we are studying inside the church 
cooking is going on outside. 

 
 



After a while the smell of lunch becomes a distraction but we soldier on inside. 
 

 
 



 
 
Saturday’s activities end sometime after 4pm.  There is to be an evening program at the 
council civic center.  In the meantime Mulele has talked to the radio station and he wants 
me to do a 1 hour call-in program.  That will happen from 6 to 7 pm.  I have not done 
radio in a long time and when I did it was not often live and never a call-in.  But, 6pm 
was when our program was to have started.  I tell Charles to begin talking about deacons 
and I will pick up when I get there. 
 
The program did not go too badly.  Mulele and those at the station thought it went great.  
It was made a bit more difficult because Mulele could not translate.  He had to do it in 
Bemba but that is not the dominant language here so we got a young man from the station 
who could speak it to translate.  But we do not know each other which makes it a 
challenge.  The call in portion worked well.  A number of people called but they did not 
seem to be able to make that work but I did answer a couple of questions.  Mulele thinks 
we need to do this again.  This station covers a large area from Isoka to Nakonde and 
Muyombe on the north and east to Chinsali on the south and I am not certain how far on 
the west.  All in all it was probably worth the kwacha. 
 
We return to the civic center to find Charles is going full steam with Biswell translating 
right there with him.  Together they raise quite a din.  I tend to speak at a lower key and 
slower.  But Charles is a good preacher and can become quite animated when he speaks.  
I have found that Biswell can do the same even when he translates for me. 
 



 
 
At the end of this session our leadership seminar is at an end.  What remains for 
tomorrow is regular services.  We have decided to not go to Nakonde but instead to leave 
tomorrow after church for Mpika.  We have contacted the church in Mkushi and we will 
meet with them on Tuesday instead. 
 
October 18 
Today church services and meeting with the leaders of the different congregations after 
lunch and then we are on our way.  There are 77 present at the Sunday morning service.  
A goodly number for the meeting place.  It is nice to see the place full. 
 



 
One problem we encounter is that those from Muyombe do not speak Bemba.  They 
speak Tumbuka.  So I will have two translators.  One will translate into Bemba and one 
will translate into Tumbuka.  This will be a first for me but it is needed so that everyone 
will be able to participate and understand. 
 



 
 
Services end and we ready for lunch.  Today it is beef, cabbage and nsima.  We also have 
some cooked okra.  It is a good lunch and afterwards we sit and begin to talk to the 
leaders of the churches as they come to request help of some kind.  Mostly it involves 
meeting places.  We have found that a church that can point to a meeting location will do 
better than those who try to meet in homes. 
 



 
 
At last the program is ended and we need to gather our bags and be on our way for 
Mpika.  (See previous report for mechanical difficulties).  It is near midnight when we 
arrive in Mpika.  Tomorrow we will address the truck again and (hopefully) travel on the 
Mkushi. 
 
Mushali kabotu! 
Charles 
 


